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We have moved! Details inside.
~ Your KWKG Executive

We have big news right out of the gate – we’ve moved. You can ﬁnd us on September 10, 2019, at:
Kitchener Mennonite Brethren Church
19 Ottawa Street North
Kitchener, Ontario
You can park in the lot facing Ottawa, and parking is also available on Brick Street, with a main level
entrance at the back of the church. If you’re coming by transit, the ION will drop you off at Charles and
Ottawa, and we’ll be about a block away (toward the highway). This facility is wheelchair accessible.
When you arrive, we will need assistance setting up the space before each meeting and putting the chairs
away afterward.
Please note: because of a prior commitment, our October meeting will be at their Waterloo location, and
the rest of the meetings will be at the Kitchener location.
Secondly, we truly need your help with the Fair – it’s coming up fast and we don’t have enough
volunteers to carry it out successfully. We need volunteers for 2-hour shifts at the K-W Knitters’ Fair,
September 13-14. Fill in this handy-dandy volunteer sign-up form and come help out. Volunteers get free
admission and a warm fuzzy feeling, plus a chance to win something in the volunteer prize draw in
October. You may not realize that the annual fair:

●

Contributes $10,000 to the Guild annually
Welcomes up to 2000 Fair Attendees every year!
Supports 100+ vendors, including 25 Micro Market vendors this year (oodles of yarn and
ﬁbre-art-related items)
Supports small businesses and promotes ﬁbre crafts in the region (our core mandate!)

●

Funds our programming

●

Fills our library with modern resources and timeless references

●

Keeps our membership fees low

●
●
●

WE NEED YOU TO CONTRIBUTE BY VOLUNTEERING!
Andrea, KWKG President
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Programme – Photographing Your FOs with Shireen – September 10
Programming Team – Shireen of The Blue Brick will cover how to get the best shots possible, regardless
of the kind of equipment you have. We’ll cover how to use the camera on a cell phone to achieve a
blurred background, proper exposure, accurate colours and great composition. Rules of thirds, the golden
rule, instagram trending styles and how to compensate for bright, diﬃcult colours will be discussed.
Whether you’re using a DSLR or a cell phone, natural light or artiﬁcial, a model, a mannequin or your own
backyard fence, Shireen will help you take your FO shots to the next level.
The Blue Brick will not be vending at the Fair on Saturday, so this will also be your chance to pick up
some goodies! Cash, credit, and debit accepted. Please bring your Blue Brick knits to show them off!
See you in September!

Teasers for 2019/2020
This is what we’re looking at so far, subject to change as we ﬁnalize our speaker list.
●

TBD, October

●

Kate Atherley from everywhere, November

●

Swap & Social, December

●

Chantelle from coriand3r knits, January

●

TBD, February

●

Amy Singer from Knitty.com, March
○

HEADS UP! Bring your Knitty knits for an exciting dynamic talk about them at this event!

○

Include anything bound off with Jenny’s Surprisingly Stretchy Bind-Off!

●

Tracy from A River of Yarn, April

●

Swap & General Meeting, May

●

Adjudicated Show, June, with Kim O’Brien of indigodragonﬂy!

●

Workshops at the Fair and through the year!

Return your books!
It’s a new year! Time to return those books you’ve read and reread over the summer and take out new
ones! This is an option only to members, and there are a few ways to join or renew. See the Membership
news for details on how to pay while our PayPal account is being repaired.
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Knitters’ Fair Workshop: Lisa Hoffman's Blue Heron Shawl Workshop •
Sunday, September 15
Sunday, September 15, 2019
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
$85, registrations still open!
Coffee, lunch, and refreshments included. Please let us know
about dietary restrictions when registering.
The Blue Heron Shawl is the cover garment from Faerie
Knitting, a beautiful triangle shawl that resembles the
wingspan of a heron, though it is worked in an unconventional
manner. It was designed to accompany a magical original
fairy tale written by Alice Hoffman, a story of a woman who
runs away from her troubled life to go live with a family of blue
herons. The shawl, though reﬂective of this fantastical story, is
not a costume but rather a very wearable piece. In this pattern,
the cast on starts at center back and grows wider as is
customary, but the stitch pattern creates horizontal bias “tiers”. In this class, we will make a swatch of 5
tiers, learning how to get this unique effect, and then learn to pick up stitches and work short rows for the
original feather tip bind offs. We will measure the swatch and calculate gauge to determine the student’s
desired length for a completed shawl.

About Lisa
Lisa Hoffman lives in New York City with her husband, Andrew.She has three
grown children living near and far. Her recent book Faerie Knitting, co-authored
with her cousin novelist Alice Hoffman, has been #1 on Amazon.com for knitting.
The book launched with a multi-city tour during which they enjoying meeting
knitters, writers, readers, and fans of both knitting and fairy tales. Lisa Hoffman's
designs have been published in Vogue Knitting, Interweave Knits and Knitwear
Magazines. She has designed projects for companies such as Artyarns, Be
Sweet, Blue Sky Alpaca, Long Island Livestock, String, Tahki Stacy Charles and Vijay Fibers. She has
projects published in books including Alice Hoffman's Survival Lessons, Vogue Knitting: Mittens and
Gloves, Iris Schreier's One + One series, and 60 Quick Baby Blankets, among others. She has original
patterns for sale on her Ravelry.com site Lisa Hoffman Knits*.She is currently the manager of String*, a
yarn shop is New York City, and teaches private and group knitting classes.

I’m in! How can I register?
Registration can be done by emailing fairworkshop@kwknittersguild.ca, or contact us at that address for
general questions about the workshop.
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Big V, little v, what begins with v? Volunteering!
Big V Knitters’ Fair Coordinator
We still need someone to join us for the Knitters’ Fair Coordinator role. Rest assured, we have a good
solid process in place, so you won’t have to reinvent the fair. Come on out and help us continue this
fabulously popular event!

Little v roles!
Are you looking for the ability to volunteer for short-term events outside of the larger roles on the board?
You’re in luck!

K-W Knitters’ Fair - URGENT REQUEST!
First up, we need volunteers for 2-hour shifts at the K-W Knitters’ Fair, September 13-14. Fill in this
handy-dandy volunteer sign-up form and come help out. Volunteers get free admission and a warm fuzzy
feeling, plus a chance to win something in the volunteer prize draw in October.

Adjudicated Show
We need volunteers for the Adjudicated Show committee. We would like 2 or 3 people to help with the
planning of the Adjudicated Show starting in September. If you are interested please contact Chris
Klassen or Elizabeth Guthrie at adjudicatedshow@kwknittersguild.ca.

General committee or occasional help
If you would like to join any committee and help out, please contact the committee leaders and join in. If
you can think of another way to help out, once in a while, a few minutes once a month, let our Volunteer
Coordinator know and she’ll ﬁnd a place for you/put you to work!

Membership
Membership Chairs, Eileen & Nicole, with Susan – Another year, another season. And as always, your
Membership team is ready!
In May, we announced two changes to our membership team. After four years, Miriam Heynen is
stepping down. We are grateful for her dedication and service to our members. Speaking for myself, I
must say Miriam’s guidance was instrumental in helping me to become familiar with the duties - and
there are lots of them!Her support was awesome!
As announced at the May meeting, Nicole Le Courtois is joining our membership team. We would like to
take this opportunity to welcome Nicole. We are excited to have Nicole on board!
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Let’s just keep the good news coming and introduce our new membership helper, Susan Patterson - you
will have been introduced to her at the May meeting. Susan will be helping out at the membership table.
She may hand you a door prize ticket, or help ﬁnd your name tag - we’ll keep her busy! Nicole and I are
happy to have a helper, ready to step in where needed.
Now, with the formalities aside, I’ll move along to
everyone’s favourite part of the newsletter - the door
prize!!! To start the new season off right, we have a
beauty of a prize!Three coordinating skeins, each lighter
in colour, of Koigu Kersti 100% merino wool - 50
grams/114 yards/ 100m. But as they say on TV, ‘wait there’s more’!And there is more! The Koigu shopping bag
is included! All in all, this is one very attractive door
prize!
All you have to do is be there to win! Susan will be happy
to give you a ticket. We can’t promise it will be the
winning one, but it’s a chance to own this wonderful
package!
Don’t forget to come to the new location. We would love
to see you!

Join or renew now!
The early bird memberships are available for a draw for a free membership! The deadline is Monday,
September 9, at midnight. To join or renew your membership, you can pay:

Online - with Email Money transfer
1. Send an email money transfer for the $35 membership fee to payments@kwknittersguild.ca
2. Email membership@kwknittersguild.ca to give us your name, the email address from which the
payment was sent, and whether you are a new or returning member.

In-person at Guild meetings
●

Sign up in person at our upcoming Guild meetings, on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

●

We accept cash, cheque, debit, and credit payments

In-person at the Fair
●

Visit the Guild table at the K-W Knitters' Fair on Saturday September 14th at The Aud in Kitchener.

Regardless of how you join or renew, please check in with the Membership table when you arrive at your
ﬁrst Guild meeting for the year.
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Adjudicated Show 2020 categories
Adjudicated Show Committee, Chris and Elizabeth – All categories will have three levels: Undergraduate
(beginner), Graduate (intermediate), and Professor (advanced). Each level’s reference points will be
included in the forms when you submit your items.
●

Multiple crafts - multidisciplinary (knitting and crochet!)

●

"Outside the Box" (weird stuff)

●

Hats and other head and ear coverings

●

The Extremities (hands and feet)

●

Sweaters/Dresses/Skirts/Shirts

●

Houseware (large) (blankets, wall hangings, tablecloths, etc)

●

Houseware (small) (pillows, toys, decorations, dishcloths, etc)

●

Necks and shoulders (scarfs, shawls, ponchos, etc)

●

Handspun ﬁbre skeins

●

Special category - Guild Design – all entries in the above categories can also be a Guild Design
(either your own or someone else’s), and if they are, will be eligible for a separate prize draw

All entries can be either knit or crochet, except multidisciplinary which must have knitting and crochet.

Show & tell & ask
Show & tell: please say your (ﬁrst) name, the pattern name, and the yarn so we can share the love! You
can put your items on the stage for everyone to admire after you tell your story.
Ask: please say your (ﬁrst) name, and of course your question! If no one has the answer, please seek out
someone with bling on their badge for some one-on-one help.

Helen wanted to demonstrate that you can learn
Helen also learned some Russian knitting and
new skills at Guild! Thanks, Helen! She showed off used it to make pulse warmers for her husband,
her thrummed mittens made with gifted yarn.
who cross-country skis, made with yarn she won.
She found it invigorating to learn! (Us, too!)
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Dixie Lee knit herself a beautiful sweater from an
indie dyer she met at the cold barn at the
Woodstock Fleece Festival. She reports it’s very
soft and very warm!

She also has an ask: she’s going to Shetland Wool
Week (late September 2019) and would like
people who’ve gone to give her the low-down!

Renee brought us another gorgeous bit of knitting
and hand spinning. It’s a merino-cashmere-silk
blend shawl in a three-triangle shape, and won the
Best Hand Spinner Award for S-W Ontario.

Renee’s hot tip: if you knit a sweater too short, you
can knit a piece for the bottom and use the
kitchener stitch to get it invisibly in place, like on
this hand-knit sweater.

Jen ﬁnished this shawl Ambah O’Brien’s
Adventurous Wrap which ended up larger than she
thought it would be. It’s two identical triangles
that are seamed together.

Carol’s ﬁrst show-and-tell is a two-fer! The
sweater she’s wearing is a Marie Greene sweater,
and she made Andrea Mowry’s Birds of a Feather,
with Crooked Kitchen yarns. It’s another larger
than life shawl!
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Caitlin took Kit’s spinning class at the Spinner’s
Guild and it changed her life. She mixed the ﬁbre,
spun the yarn, and knit herself a headband. And
Kit ﬁxed up her old spinning wheel. Zombies
beware!

Mary brought a sweater from the 80s their mom
made. Mary wants to make it into something and
that ended up with a long group discussion about
options for the knitting! It was a beautiful thing,
see the video, members, in the members area!

Joan came up after a gentle nudge from Toni and
showed us a beautiful poncho she knit from a
sweater she didn’t wear. She designed it herself
after being inspired by an Irish knit in a shop and
realizing she had the power! No word on whether
she also bwa-ha-ha laughed as well.
Again, the membership rose to the occasion, and
offered her test knitters if she wrote up the
pattern! Go team!

Upcoming community events
K-W Knitters’ Fair – September 14, 2019
Admission: $7 per person, free for children under 12; $4
admission after 3 p.m.; FREE if you volunteer!
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: The Aud
The Fair is held at "The Aud" (Kitchener Memorial Auditorium
Complex) in Kitchener, Ontario, and hosts over 100 vendors
offering the latest and greatest of knitting products. The Fair
is your one-stop-shop to see and feel the latest yarn, ogle the
vibrant colours, visit with friends, have lunch, listen to a great
speaker, be inspired by our Fashion Show, and pamper
yourself at our Knitters' Spa.
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Our vendors offer an incredible selection of yarn and ﬁbre in every colour, knitting books, patterns,
buttons, tools, and accessories. We also welcome several vendors who offer ﬁbre for spinning. You
should also visit the Micro Market, a space to showcase smaller local designers and knitting-related
businesses.
See the ﬂoor layout and more details on our site at https://www.kwknittersguild.ca/fair/

Woolstock Fleece Festival – October 19, 2019
Woodstock Fairgrounds
875 Nellis Street, Woodstock, Ontario
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission $8, 12 and under free
https://ﬂeecefestival.com/

The Knitting Pilgrim – October 26
The Knitting Pilgrim, a show by Kirk Dunn will be happening at Floradale Mennonite Church Oct 26.
Kirk Dunn is also hosting a workshop on October 26th in the afternoon called Impressionism on the
Needle. There is limited space left for this 4-hour session.
For more information or to register please call Jane at 519-669-8272 or text 519-807-2917
We will include additional information in the October newsletter.
http://ﬂoramc.org/events/upcoming-events/

Knitting from the Past – November 4
KPL Central Library Lounge
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Register
Whether you need a pattern for hot pants, or hot tea, Special Collections &
Archives at the University of Waterloo have got you covered. Join us and try
your hand (and needles!) at knitting or crocheting a selection of historic fabric
arts patterns from our holdings. Archivists from the University of Waterloo
Library will be on hand to talk to you about their amazing collections whilst you
knit an item from a pattern that matches your level of experience! This aims to
be a fun, social evening, taking you back in time through some very cool
knitting patterns.
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The Red Scarf Project – November 2019
●

ACCKWA Red Scarf Project • AIDS Committee of Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo & Area

●

ARCH Red Scarf Project • HIV/AIDS Resources & Community Health

The Red Scarf Project is calling out to all knitters and crocheters. Their goal is
to see as many people as possible wearing Red Scarves for Aids Awareness
Week, to help stop the stigma and show support of people in our community
living with HIV/AIDS.
They are also looking for people who would be willing to donate knitted or crocheted red scarfs for the
event. To join in, pick up yarn from the Charity table and drop off your red scarves to the Charity table
before November. Post your scarves on Ravelry! #kwkgredscarfproject

Send us your community events
Drop us a line at newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca and give us the details. We need a ﬁve-week headstart to
get the information into the newsletter and to our membership, so let us know early!

Connect with us
Web: K-W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Page Group • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild • Twitter: K-W Knitters'
Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild • Connect with other knitters in the wild!
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