Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild Newsletter

September 2017

Top News

25th Annual K-W Knitters’ Fair – September 9
It’s tomorrow! If you haven’t been following the fabulous sneak
peeks we’ve been posting on our Instagram account, you’ve

missed out on some serious inspiration and temptation – we’ve

been showcasing our vendors for this year’s fair. Please also see
the changed layout for this year’s Fair.

If you’re interested in getting in for free, we do still need some

volunteers. Drop a line to volunteers@kwknittersguild.ca if you

can help out. Teens can earn volunteer hours, so volun-tell your

older teens – we sign volunteer hour sheets! You (and they) may be in a fashion show, guard exits, or
help keep track of how many people are in different areas of the Fair.

Needed: Canada 150 and KWKG member knitting for the KWKG table at the fair. Please bring any red
and white, KWKG purple, or any other coloured member knitting, to showcase our work!

Membership Renewal – Win a Free Membership

It's that time of year again! Join the Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters' Guild now to enjoy all the benefits of

membership, all year long. Our Membership Directors request you confirm your contact information with
them (see below).

One lucky KWKG member will win their 2017-2018 membership. Will it be you? P
 urchase your 2017-2018
KWKG membership before Monday, September 11th at 11:59 p.m. ET for a chance to win a free

membership. We will announce the winner during our first meeting of the year, Tuesday, September 12th.
And speaking of...

First meeting – September 12

Join us at First United Church (16 William Street, please park in the Uptown parking lots, not the church
parking lot) at 6:30 p.m. for knitting and socializing.

The programme for our first meeting of the year will feature our illustrious Past-President, Chantelle, and
new Newsletter Coordinator, Suzanne, giving you the low-down on how social media and Ravelry can

revolutionize your knitting (or at least your enjoyment of it). We will be waxing enthusiastic about how to
use Ravelry like a pro, and how to use social media platforms like Twitter, Instagram and Facebook to
connect, inspire and be inspired. Bring your questions and challenges!

Please also remember to bring back all the knitting books and magazines you borrowed over the

summer. If you’re like me, it’s possible you’ve only been gazing at their covers longingly, but, hopefully,
you weren’t like me, and instead, have some fabulous new creations to show off during Show and Tell
because this year is also... Adjudicated Show Year!

When last we met, we elected an Executive

These are the people who form your Executive for the coming year, welcome new Exec!
Executive Officers

Name

Email Address

President

Lorna Morris

president@kwknittersguild.ca

Past-President

Chantelle Harpe

pastpresident@kwknittersguild.ca

Vice-President

Kathryn Richards

vicepresident@kwknittersguild.ca

Directors of Membership

Miriam Heynan
Eileen Caissie

membership@kwknittersguild.ca

Director of Public Relations

Toni Peter

pr@kwknittersguild.ca

Secretary

Wesley Austin

secretary@kwknittersguild.ca

Treasurer

Jennifer Wilcox

treasurer@kwknittersguild.ca

Coordinators

 Name

Email Address

Helpers

Helpers
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Programme Coordinator

Stephanie Trotter
Caitlin Heilig

program@kwknittersguild.ca

Library Coordinator

Dee-Anne Shillinglaw

library@kwknittersguild.ca

Ann Walsh
Wesley
Austin

Volunteer Coordinator

Joan Barrett

volunteer@kwknittersguild.ca

Kathryn
Richards

Newsletter Coordinator

Suzanne Carter

newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca

 Ellen Lovell

Knitters’ Fair Coordinator
2017

Cornelia Cunningham

 fair@kwknittersguild.ca

Adjudicated Show
Coordinator

Karen Ireland
Sue Sturdy

adjudicatedshow@kwknittersguild.ca

IT Coordinator

Toni Peter

it@kwknittersguild.ca

Suzanne
Carter
Caroline
Simpson

President’s Message
From  Lorna Morris -- Welcome to the 2017-18 year of the K-W Knitters’ Guild. I hope everyone had a

productive and wonderful summer (whether it involved knitting or not). Our first meeting is September

12, 2017, and we will welcome new and existing members back to our space at First United Church for a
year of learning from our speakers, guests and members. We will also have the opportunity to admire

and share in each other’s creativity and enjoy some community and fellowship along the way. Remember

that you are welcome to come in any time after 6:30  p.m. to knit and chat until the meeting starts at 7:30
p.m. And then you can still knit, (and chat by talking to us about what you knit this summer during Show
and Tell).

This summer, I watched my sister knit the same little shawl/scarf pattern in 5 different weights of yarn

and a variety of combinations of colours and realized that this is where the creativity lives. Even if we all
had the same pattern, our products would all be different and would be made to suit us and what we
like…and would be a beautiful expression of what we were thinking or feeling at the time. As guild

members we also have thousands of patterns that are available, in our Guild library or through our own
resources, so the Show and Tell possibilities are endless and the related stories will continue to be a
meeting highlight.

At our May meeting, we held our annual general meeting, approved our budget for this upcoming year

and successfully recruited our executive council. Many thanks to the members who have volunteered to
fill the Guild Executive and committee team member roles that are needed to make this a successful
year. Past executive members and incoming executive members are working together, and we are
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grateful for the knowledge and organizational memory that is being shared to keep us moving forward
(and specifically I am very grateful to have Chantelle Harpe as our enthusiastic and very capable past
president!)

September is a busy month for us. One of our biggest events of the year, the Knitters’ Fair, is held in
September and, new for this year, workshops provided by our feature Fair guest, Lily Chin. Cornelia

Cunningham and her committee have worked tirelessly to put together a great event that attracts many
people from outside our area. (I originally discovered this event through a wool shop owner in Montreal
who always attended to buy some of her more unique yarn offerings.) Our event is all volunteer-run so

thank you to those individuals who have done their part to make this event a success. I did the math, and
our membership numbers align pretty much with the needed number of volunteers on the Fair weekend.
Meeting more fellow Guild members and shopping for wonderful knitting related products for you or
knitters you love… What a great way to kick off the new Guild year!

Membership
From Eileen and Miriam -- Welcome to our regular members and new ones alike, sharing the love of

knitting. We are looking forward to seeing everyone for our new knitting year. Each meeting, we will have
an awesome door prize to be given away. The door prize for September will be purchased at the Knitters’
Fair this Saturday. It’s a mystery!

The first meeting is always busy with people signing up for the year, so, if you can, please p
 urchase your
2017-2018 KWKG membership before the first meeting. Remember, if you sign up before Monday,
September 11, 11:59 p.m., we enter your name into a draw for a free 2017 membership!

Smoothly join the KWKG or renew your KWKG membership
1. Pick up a form and fill in your contact details, even if you have already paid, so we can ensure

we have your correct contact information. We don’t want you to miss a newsletter or message!
Bring the form to someone at the Membership table.

2. Pay your dues. Membership is $35 annually.

a. By PayPal, please still fill in a form with your preferred contact information. You can pay
with credit cards through PayPal without having a PayPal account.

b. By cheque, please make it out to K-W Knitters’ Guild.
c. With cash, please try to bring correct change.

d. By credit card, in person. We use Square to accept Visa, Mastercard, AMEX or Discover.
3. Get your membership card stamped for the current year at the Membership table at any meeting.
4. Get your name tag! You will need this to take out books from our library. Name tags for new

members will be available the following month. Please take one of the new member name tags
available and fill out one of the adhesive name tags to wear for this month.
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Updates from our May Meeting
Sally Melville Winner 2016-2017

Congratulations to Erin McKee on winning the Sally Melville Award!

Show and Tell – May 2017

Kitt Fisher
Handspun original design

Teresa Balesa

Romi Hill MKAL 2017 in fingering weight and also
in lace, and a pig (Nancy Epstein: Knit a square
and create a cuddly creature)
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Meghan Prang
Beaded Clapotis (from Knitty.com)

Wendy Seberras
Swallowtail shawl with beads

Ellen Lovell
Shawl and hats (test knits from Ravelry designers)

Raffle prizes – May 2017
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Carol Moogk-Soulis: Green beads

Meghan Prang: Black sheep tape measure
Helen Basson: Cable needles

Susan Patterson: Heart buttons
Natalie Bidal: Octopus scissors
Jennie Brown: Notions bag

Renée Bidal: Book – A Rainbow of Afghan
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Goodwill
Do you know of a member with recent news, good or bad? We would like to hear about them, to send our
congratulations or our condolences. Please email i nfo@kwknittersguild.ca or speak to any member of
the executive with this news.

Yarn Table
We all have yarn that no longer suits our tastes, goals or skills, and the yarn table is the perfect way to
turn that yarn back into stash acquisition money.
●
●
●
●

Set your prices and bring a list of your yarn with quantities and prices.
Label the yarn with your name.

Bring your change (we can’t guarantee we’ll have exact change)

Don’t forget to scope out the yarn table for new-to-you bargains, too!

The expected fine print: the K-W Knitters’ Guild keeps 10% of sales. The Guild and volunteers are not
responsible for lost or damaged items.

Other upcoming events
Grand Woolly River Ride – September 23

From Sue Sturdy – The Grand Woolly River Ride on September 23 celebrates Canada’s 150th and Region
of Waterloo’s 15th anniversary of Make Art Happen. We have a strong textile heritage in this region, as
Galt, Preston and Hespeler were once the Silicon Valley of textiles and Canada was opened up through
its rivers.

People are knitting, crocheting and sewing pieces to top the canoes –
  it will be a flotilla of textiles going

down the river. We are starting at Linear Park in Preston and finishing at River Bluffs Park. The textile will
be zip-tied on for the trip.

Afterward, we will remove the textile and transport it to Dickson Park. On the hillside, we will place and
attach the textile on top of a landscaping carpet in the shape of Canada.

After 10 days, a company will clean the textile and it will all be repurposed for a Bring It On Home Party at
City Hall. The money raised will go to the Food Bank, YWCA, Art Centre, and the Ancient Mariners.
You can register a canoe on Grand Woolly River Ride or volunteer Sept 23 to help with the textile!
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Connect in the wild with other knitters
Monday

●
●

Tuesday

●
●
●

All Strung Out: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at 36 Quebec St., Guelph.

Idea Exchange: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at Queen’s Square, 1 North Square, Cambridge.
Shall We Knit?: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at 11 Willow St., Waterloo.

Creatively Caffeinated: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Monigram Coffee Roasters from in
Cambridge (downtown Galt).

Downtown Knit Mob: informal meetings, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m., Queen St. Commons

in Kitchener. See the Downtown Knit Mob (now TUESDAYS in Kitchener) thread
●

in Waterloo Wellington Ravelers group on Ravelry for details.

4th Tuesday each month: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Region of Waterloo Public Health

and Social Services Building, Room 210/211. Diehard chatters meet every week.
Wednesday

●
●

Thursday

●
●
●

Idea Exchange: Hespeler, 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at 5 Tannery St. E., Cam.
All Strung Out 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at 36 Quebec St., Guelph.

Idea Exchange: Preston, 10:30am – 12:00 p.m. at 435 King St. E., Cambridge.
Idea Exchange: Clemens Mill, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. at 50 Saginaw Parkway,
Cambridge (in St. Benedict Secondary School).

Knitting Nonchalantly: 4:00 – 5:20 p.m. at 7 Shores in Waterloo (on Regina). We
are a small, diverse group welcoming people of all abilities, walks of life and

interests who like to socialize with knitting needles in hand. We have lots of fun
●

and never take ourselves too seriously!

Uptown Knit Mob: informal meetings, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., in various Uptown

Waterloo locations. See the Uptown Knit Mob Chatter (Waterloo. Thursdays.

Except when it's not.) thread in Waterloo Wellington Ravelers group on Ravelry
for details.
Friday

●

Shall We Knit?: 6:00 p.m. until closing at 11 Willow St., Waterloo.

Saturday

●

All Strung Out: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at 36 Quebec St., Guelph.

Connect with us
Web: K-W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters' Guild • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild •
Twitter: K-W Knitters' Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild
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