Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild Newsletter

November 2018

“It's only knitting and it's one of the few times in your life
when there are no bad consequences to a mistake.”
~Stephanie Pearl-McPhee

Welcome back!
President’s Message – Kathryn – Slow-Fashion: the art of building a solid, long-term, sustainable,
environmentally-friendly wardrobe. Where does knitting (and crocheting) come into this? As lovers of
fibre and all things yarny, we already appreciate the possibilities, the process, and the end product when
we make our own garments. There are many different reasons for picking up those needles and hooks.
And as many different end goals – is this a gift? Is there a tight deadline? Do I love it? Do I just like it? Do
I even know? Will they like it? Did I swatch? Am I taking a wild leap? Am I being selfish? Did I spend too
much money on the yarn?
So many distractions. How about we get back to loving what we are working on, while we work on it, and
if we don’t love the end product, there are plenty out there who will – family, friends, charities. Embrace a
new technique, work with a new fibre, try a colour that scares you, splurge on a fancy pattern, buy all the
supplies, and take the time. Enjoy the process. We deserve it.

Programme – Tabi Ferguson from Sericin Silkworks – November 13
Programming Team – November is spinning month! Our own Tabi

Ferguson of Sericin Silkworks will be speaking about Spinning & Drop
Spindling. Did you know Tabi not only creates beautiful yarn, but she

teaches, too? Come and find out more about what happens before the
knitting, and maybe even find a new fibre love. If you’re already a

spinner, please bring your latest work in progress to show and share
with the fibre curious!
You can share your projects using Tabi’s yarn and fibre on Ravelry in our

group. She will bring a selection of spinning fibre and luxury yarns to sell: cash or cheque only.
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Membership
Membership Chairs, Eileen & Miriam – Our
meetings just keep getting better!
Attendance was excellent at our October
meeting with 84 members and 3 guests.
We gave away a beautiful project bag from
Shall We Knit? and there was more! Our
special guest, Richard Devries, was
generous enough to donate 10 gorgeous
mini skeins!
November’s door prize will not disappoint.
Tabi Ferguson has very generously donated
a beautiful skein of yarn (400 yards of 55%
silk and 45% cashmere), which she has
hand-dyed. It’s pretty hard to top this one!
We just know you won’t want to miss out
on an opportunity to win this luxurious
skein. Everyone present has a chance to
win it. Maybe you will be that lucky person
to take this beautiful skein home! See you next month.

Library
Greetings and salutations Guilderians from your friendly neighbourhood librarians! I promise we won’t
take up too much space here, but we did want to take the time to bring our members, new and old, up to
speed on some of the library's inner workings.
I don't know about you, but I often stumble across books that I'd like to look at, but not always buy. It's an
awfully long wait between meetings and half the time I don't remember what title I wanted. What's a fibre
fan to do?! Never fear! We have a Thing! You heard me correctly, the library has a Thing. More
specifically, our catalogue is viewable *and* searchable between meetings. If you take your web browser
and point it to this URL: http://www.librarything.com/catalog/KWKGLib you'd be free and clear to see
what we have.
In less-happy-fun-news, we please ask that anyone who has books that are overdue bring them back as
soon as they can! If you're not sure you're going to make it, email us and we may be able to arrange
pickup.
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Unfortunately, we don't have any new books to share with you presently but check in at the meeting, that
may have changed. Also, please let us know if there's a book you'd love to see on our shelves, we have
connections and can possibly make it appear.
Speaking of books, what do you get when you mix a new knitter with a book on entrelac? Take a look at
Entrelac The Essential Guide to Interlace Knitting and tell me what you think. And remember:

Knitters’ Fair update
Knitters’ Fair Committee – We handed out a lot of prizes to our wonderful volunteers! If you did not pick
up your prize (**), you can still pick them up at the next couple of meetings. We will draw new names for
unclaimed prizes at the January meeting.

●

Dee-Anne Shillinglaw

●

Jennifer Wilcox**

●

Nicole Le Courtois

●

Sheila Charters

●

Ric Black**

●

Kate Seely

●

Jenn Dellow

●

Erin McKee

●

Jessica Dubeau**

●

Cindy Coxson**

●

Matt Morris**

●

Daf Summers**

●

Neal Moogk-Soulis

●

Madeliene Rerser

●

Dee Osborn**

●

Susan Schnarr**

●

Hannah Johnston

●

John Kerr

●

Lynelle Purdy

●

Barbara Weiner

●

Barb Erdman**

●

Lorna Morris**

●

Catherine Cameron

●

Sarah Weber**

●

Wilf Mawdsley**

●

Frieda Steiger**

●

Joan Barrett

●

Deb Smerek

●

Sue Sturdy

●

Josy Doerr

●

Mary Soulis

●

Jessie Houston

●

Kathleen Wong**

●

Heather Purdy

●

Christopher Vollick**

●

Carol Moogk-Soulis

●

Joanna Botari**

●

Kristen Howard
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Updates from our October meeting
Show & tell
Thank you to all the members who come up every month to show off your wonderful work!
Please note: when you come up for show & tell, please say your (first) name, the pattern name, and the
yarn so we can share the love! You can put your items on the stage for everyone to admire after you tell
your story!

Dan showed us a lattice pattern sock set.

He also showed us this decade-long Timber
Frame sweater project which started at
Philosopher’s Wool. See the video for Danny’s full
story of this stunning sweater.

Andrea showed us her beautiful Laura Nelkin P
 oca Working her way through the U
 nofficial Harry
sweater, knit sideways and seamlessly, with a

Potter Knits is Sarah, with these textured D
 ragon’s

detachable button from Shall We Knit?

Egg Socks.
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The Ginny Cardigan has lacy owls on the back.

Francine made jester slippers from a vintage

Sarah used K
 nit Picks Wool of the Andes for this

pattern she’d used in the past for her children.

sweater she made for herself!

Everyone gets some for Christmas!

Barbara joined Ysolda Teague’s Knit Club and

She also did the Laura Nelkin workshop and made

made a shawl with an interesting construction.

a tiny Novus sweater. Her problem with the
sweater is that while it’s seamless, there are a
bazillion ends…
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Ellen, dedicated charity knitter, has knit a beautiful

Toni is making new knitters with her massive KAL

cabled sweater which will be available at SWK?’s

of eighteen knitters in her basement, all knitting

UAFO fundraiser where the donations go to the

the Azul Pullover from Velvet Acorn. Check out her

Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region.

funny story in the video on our Members page!

Michelle made an adorable tiny wrap sweater

She also knit a beautiful cabled hat, her first with

called S
 mall Things Sweater by Carina Spencer.

two needles, for a personal challenge.

Dorothy made a huge rainbow feather and fan shawl for a dear friend, using Lion Brand’s Shawl in a
Ball. This beautiful, tremendous shawl is quite well travelled around North America!
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Raffle Winners
Congratulations to our raffle winners! Bring your change to the meeting and you could win, too! Tickets
are $0.50 each or 3 for $1.00.

Name

Item Description

Lindsay Johnston

Notions pouch and coaster

Beverly Scanlon

Howling Hills Studio progress keepers and Soak

Kathryn Richards

Bag O’Buttons

Andrea Knowles

Langdon hat kit by Galt House of Yarn

Lisa Smith-Rutherford

Notions pouch and stitch markers

Pam New

Soak and darning needles

Logo designers needed
Hey, Guild Members, you may have noticed that we’ve started
using a revitalized version of our original logo design. This is
temporary–we are looking to update our long-standing logo with
something we can more easily adapt for the evolving publishing
space (print, social media, web), and be extensible for both the
Guild and the Fair. And we want your visions for our Guild! We’d
like to evolve past the literal yarn ball and needles imagery so
stretch!
Please email your submissions to i t@kwknittersguild.ca by
December 31, 2018 and we’ll collect them and put them to a
member vote in January.
●

.ai format

●

Can be just the icon (we can add the typography)

●

Square icon (e.g., 500px by 500px artboard)

●

Should be able to use the icon as a .favicon (in whole or in part)

●

Should be able to use the icon with text for the Guild and the Fair

●

Should work in black and white as well as full colour

●

Colour version should include purples but may be recoloured

The member whose logo or icon is chosen will receive some swag printed with the new logos, credit on
our website and in the newsletters, and fame and reknown within the Guild!
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Upcoming community events
The Red Scarf Project – November 24 to December 1
●

ACCKWA Red Scarf Project • AIDS Committee of Cambridge, Kitchener,
Waterloo & Area

●

ARCH Red Scarf Project • HIV/AIDS Resources & Community Health

The Red Scarf Project is calling out to all knitters and crocheters. Their goal is to see as many people as
possible wearing Red Scarves for Aids Awareness Week, November 24–December 1, to help stop the
stigma and show support of people in our community living
with HIV/AIDS.
They are also looking for people who would be willing to donate
knitted or crocheted red scarfs for the event. To donate, please
drop it off to the Charity table at the November. Post your
scarves on Ravelry! #kwkgredscarfproject

Volunteer opportunity with Reep Green Solutions in Kitchener
Reep is an environmental charity that helps people in the Region live sustainably and plans community
workshops that address climate change. They are in the process of planning their workshops and would
like to have someone lead a mending workshop. For more information, please email
info@kwknittersguild.ca and she will put you in touch with the organizer.

Send us your community events
Do you know of any upcoming events that would be of interest to the KWKG? Drop us a line at
newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca and give us the details. We need a five-week headstart to get the
information into the newsletter and to our membership, so let us know early!

Executive Council meeting minutes
In our M
 embers Only section of the KWKG website, we publish approved minutes from our meetings,
which include all decisions made by the Executive Council.

Connect with us
Web: K
 -W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Page Group • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild • Twitter: K-W Knitters'
Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild • C
 onnect with other knitters in the wild!
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