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In like a lion, out like a pair of socks
President’s message
From Lorna Morris — Our February meeting featured the newest of our local yarn shops, Galt House of
Yarn, and we learned how extensive the planning and business process was for the launch of this new
venture. We also learned about some great classes that are coming up at the store and sampled some of
the yarns (and let’s face it, squishing yarns is always wonderful). The membership door prize featured a
gift certiﬁcate to the store as well!

KALs past and present
It was also terriﬁc to see some completed KAL wheat sweaters at the meeting, including our guest
speaker, who had knit one herself and has it displayed in the store. I suspect we can look forward to
seeing a few more at our future meetings and the results so far look amazing.
Our next Knit Along will cover some of the other skills that people were interested in learning through a
sock project. I know some people think knitting something for their feet is crazy (I admit I used to be one
of them) but most change their minds dramatically after they wear a pair of cushy homemade socks. I
am hooked now, and my family all look forward to receiving them as gifts. They also make great portable
projects.

Adjudicated show reminder
OK, not all of us could win the member door prize this meeting, but we all have the opportunity to submit
our work for the upcoming juried show! There are only a few months left to get things ready so knit, knit,
knit! The odds of winning a prize for this event will be much higher for all our members, so that is a
further incentive.

Executive council
Our past-president, Chantelle Harpe, is recruiting for next year’s Executive Council so please consider
contributing to our ongoing operations. We have a fair number of positions turning over this year and
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even sharing a role can help make the workload a bit lighter for everyone. Let’s make next year work even
better!

Sally Melville Award
At the next two meetings, don’t forget to think about who inspired you and your knitting, or who helped
you and who might be deserving of the Sally Melville Award. Your nomination ballot will be in your name
tag so please write down a name and the reason you are nominating that member, and drop it in the box
at the membership table during the March and April meetings.

P.S.
Many thanks to Kathryn Richards, our able VP, who has agreed to ﬁll in on my behalf for the March
meeting. We are back to our regular location, and the regular tables and library will be in full swing. Enjoy!

Programme — Tuesday, March 13
Steeking
Hold your breath, let’s steek! Guild member Victoria Lewin will talk about the ins and outs of taking a pair
of scissors to your knitting (yes, you read that correctly). Steeking allows you to knit a piece in the round,
and worry about making openings for your arms or a cardigan front later. New to steeking? Never heard
of it? No worries! Victoria will share her experiences with steeking and hopefully encourage you to give it
a try. She will cover the basics of yarn selection for best results, reinforcing your stitches before the big
cut, and neat and tidy ways to ﬁnish the freshly snipped edge. Come learn about this often-feared, but
really not so scary skill.

Crochet
Our Vice-President, Kathryn, will talk about crocheting beyond stabilizing a steek, making a provisional
cast-on or seaming a blanket. Crochet makes an excellent edging and decorative element for many types
of knitting and is a beautiful craft on its own. Bring your hooks and some appropriate yarn to work along
with Kathryn.

KALs and connections
Join us in the KWKG’s Ravelry group to get help or show off your work. If you are posting your progress
to Instagram, Facebook, Ravelry or Twitter, please use the hashtags #kwkgkal and #wheat_sweater so
we can see each other’s work.
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Calling all artists! Knitters’ Fair promotional artwork needed
From Victoria, our Knitter’s Fair Committee Chair — Calling all artists and creative types, the Knitters' Fair
committee needs YOU! We are looking for submissions of artwork or graphics for this year's Fair
promotional postcard and merchandise to be sold at the Fair. If you've got a great idea for a design, a
logo, or knitting-related artwork, put your pen to paper (or ﬁnger to mouse) and let your creative juices
ﬂow.
A few general guidelines:
●

Your design can use multiple colours, but will likely be printed in a single colour (think black and
white printing, or single-colour screening on fabric)

●

Submissions should be a print-ready, high-resolution graphic, or something ready to scan as such

●

If selected, the Fair Committee reserves the right to request modiﬁcations to suit printing needs

The winning designer will receive a Fair gift certiﬁcate, credit/recognition for the design, and will retain all
rights to the design after completion of the Fair.
Submit your designs to knittersfair@kwknittersguild.ca by Sunday March 18, or to the Fair Coordinator in
person at the March Guild meeting.

2018 Adjudicated Show
From Karen — All the details are going up on the website, so check them out! The submission form and
sponsors will be available soon. Remember, you must be a KWKG member to put items into the
Adjudicated Show.
Our Adjudicator for our June show is Lynn Spence. Lynn lives in Cambridge, and Sue and I had a chance
to meet with her. Lynn comes to us as a stylist and trend expert. She is looking forward to seeing what
we are knitting! We discussed the importance of keeping the art of knitting alive and current. She would
like to see it accessible and attainable.

Membership
From Eileen & Miriam — The warm weather we’ve enjoyed would suggest Wiarton Willie missed calling
for an early spring. But don’t despair as there is still time to knit a winter project. This month’s door prize
is perfect for that last winter project.
This month we are giving away two luxurious skeins of Illimani Amelie (made in Peru) 56% mulberry silk,
40% baby alpaca and 4% merino to one lucky member - that could be you!
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Included in your name tag holder is a ballot for the Sally Melville Award. If you would like to recommend
a guild member to win this year’s award, please cast your vote at the meeting.
We currently have 137 members. Last month, we had 63 members attend the meeting.

Toronto Knitters’ Frolic
While not a Guild event per se, K-W Knitters’ Guild members will travel to the Toronto Knitters’ Frolic on
Saturday, April 29th. Keeping with tradition, we have chartered a bus and are offering a subsidized rate.
Sign up at the March or April meetings, and check out the website for more information on prices, timing,
and how to bring a non-member friend.

February’s door prize winner
Rene Bidal won the door prize, a $30.00 gift certiﬁcate for the Galt House Of Yarn.

Website access for KWKG members
What’s on the Members Only section on our website? Deals, videos of our show & tell, and handouts so
far! We have ensured all members have active accounts on our website. Please use the Forgot Password
function with the email address you provided to the Guild to reset the password and gain access if you
don’t have a working password.

Not a member yet?
Join us! Purchase your 2017-2018 KWKG membership online or at any meeting. Check us out for $5 a
meeting for up to two meetings before joining.
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Library

From DeeAnne — I apologize for not sharing much about the library this year. I’m hoping to make up for
that now. Here’s a list of new books that I’ve gotten for the library, as well as some back issues of
magazines that we have already started collecting, and some new magazines that I intend to start
keeping in the library.
I intend to expand our collection to include crocheting and spinning.
I got some requests for books and magazines, and I’ve managed to ﬁll some of those orders here. I’m
working on getting the rest shortly.
If you have any other requests for books, please feel free to email me at library@kwknittersguild.ca. If
you want to see if we have a book in our library already, check out our LibraryThing page.
Here’s our list of new pretties:

●
●

Knit Mitts: your Hand-y guide to knitting

●

Interweave Crochet Winter 2018

mittens and gloves by Kate Atherley

●

Interweave Knits Fall 2017

Knitting Outside the Box by Bristol Ivy

●

Interweave Knits Spring 2018
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●

●
●

Cocoknits Sweater Workshop: Knitting

●

Interweave Knits Winter 2018

Top-Down, Seamless, Tailored Sweaters by

●

Piecework November/December 2017

Julie Weisenberger

●

Pompom Quarterly Issue 22

Leafy Brioche: Knitted Cowls and Scarves by

●

Spin Off Winter 2018

Nancy Marchant

●

Spin Off Fall 2017

Interweave Crochet Fall 2017

●

Ply Winter 2017

●

Ply Autumn 2017

Updates from our February meeting
Show & tell
Thank you to all the members who continue to inspire us and celebrate their work. Members can check
out the whole show & tell event in the Members Only section of our website. The sound quality is a bit
off, and totally underwater at one point. Whoops.
Please note: when you come up for show & tell, please say your (ﬁrst) name, the pattern name and the
yarn so we can share the love!

Andrea showed off her beautiful Wheat Sweater.
Well done and great ﬁt!
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Rene brought us another self-designed, handspun,
handknit lace shawl. I’m in awe!

Elena made this super neat spiral sweater out of
reclaimed yarn. The pattern is Cille from the book
Perfectly Feminine Knits.

Elena also crochets and made this fabulous little
bracelet.

Barbara showed us a reversible two-colour
brioche hat that can be worn in many styles. And
now she has to make mittens to go with it.

Wendy knit a Tuesday Night Cowl made from
Amelie, a silk mesh tube with alpaca ﬂuff blown
into it.

Chantelle showed us she’s further along on her
Wheat Sweater than I am, and a whole shawl
where the details are gone because I covered the
speaker apparently, so enjoy the underwater
sensations in this part of the video!
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Caitlin showed off some adorable baby sweaters.
Why so cute, little baby sweaters?!

They are made from handspun yarn, which was
Koolaid dyed.

Mary was inspired at the KW Knitters’ Fair and
used scraps to make this neat keyhole shawlette
from all the blankets and sock remainders!

Ellen showed us some hostess gift dishcloths she
knit with bunnies! A spring harbinger.

Dishcloths also make excellent swatches for
pattern testing and learning skills.
Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild Newsletter

March 2018

Page 8 of 9

Goodwill
Do you know of a member with recent news, good or bad? We would like to hear about them, to send our
congratulations or our condolences. Please email info@kwknittersguild.ca or speak to any member of
the executive with this news.

Yarn table
We all have yarn that no longer suits our tastes, goals or skills, and the yarn table is the perfect way to
turn that yarn back into stash acquisition money.
●

Set your prices and bring a list of your yarn with quantities and prices.

●

Label the yarn with your name.

●

Bring your change (we can’t guarantee we’ll have exact change)

●

Don’t forget to scope out the yarn table for new-to-you bargains, too!

The expected ﬁne print: the K-W Knitters’ Guild keeps 10% of sales. The Guild and volunteers are not
responsible for lost or damaged items.

Upcoming community events
Do you know of any upcoming events that would be of interest to the KWKG? Drop us a line at
newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca and give us the details. We need a ﬁve-week headstart to get the
information into the newsletter and to our membership, so let us know early!

Connect with us
Web: K-W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters' Guild • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild •
Twitter: K-W Knitters' Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild • Connect with other knitters in
the wild!
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