Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild Newsletter

December 2018

“Properly practiced, knitting soothes the troubled spirit,
and it doesn't hurt the untroubled spirit either.”
~Elizabeth Zimmerman

Peace and good stitches
President’s Message – Kathryn – Ah, December! Snow, chilly mornings, holiday tunes and lights, all put
us in the mood to PANIC! That list of gift knitting (and crocheting) gets longer as the day draws closer.
We move from delicate, well-planned-out projects, to hats made with ultra-bulky yarn we can knock out in
an evening. And we do it every year.
There are many KCALs out there this time of year, that focus on bringing us back to why we craft. The
zen of the needles and the yarn and the fabric we create. Take some time for yourself, join one, and
remember to breathe.

Programme – Swap and Social Night – December 11
Programming Team – It’s December! Already? How did that happen? That means it’s time for our annual
Swap and Social night. Tasty sweet and savoury treats will be provided, along with refreshments for all.
Come knit, chat and enjoy some restful social time for the evening.
If you want to participate in the mystery swap, then bring a skein of yarn in a paper bag. Make

sure it’s something nice that you would gift to a friend – you may be seeing it again! Everyone will pick a
mystery bag to open in turn and then all will get a chance to steal. Will you bring home what you started
with? No one knows!
For an added spin this year, we won’t have the yarn sale table open, but anyone is welcome to bring a
basket of yarn they want to destash through trade or sale. If you see someone with a basket of
yummy looking yarn, then feel free to approach them to work out a deal.

Finally a reminder for any designers or so to be designers: please add your patterns to our guild Ravelry
group. There’s a Knit-a-Long in the works and we want to see your talents! See you soon!

Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild Newsletter

December 2018

Page 1 of 11

Membership
Membership Chairs, Eileen & Miriam – Last month’s inclement weather didn’t prevent many members
from coming to the meeting. We had an excellent attendance of 77 members.
Our door prizes are top-drawer; just ask Dee Osborn. She won the beautiful skein detonated by Tabi
Ferguson, and in October it was Laura Weeks who won the door prize.
The prospect of having a chance to win the door prize was enough to entice one of our guests to join the
guild. While she didn’t win, she will have another opportunity at the next and
future meetings.
The holiday season is all about giving. Keeping with this tradition, the guild
has two very nice door prizes to give away!
A skein of Algeria superwash
merino (445 yards) and a copy of
Tin Can Knits latest book ‘Strange
Brew’, donated by Alexa Ludeman.
We know you won’t want to miss
out on a chance to win either
prize. All you have to do is be there to get a ticket. Hopefully,
yours will be one of the winning tickets.

Library
Hello from the Library! Just as a recap, here is a list of the books that we got in at the last meeting:

●

Swedish Knits: Classic and Modern Designs in the Scandinavian Tradition

●

Spin Off Magazine Fall 2018

●

Noro Knitting Magazine Issue 10

●

Interweave Knits Magazine Summer 2018 & Fall 2018

●

Piecework Magazine Fall 2018
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Just as a reminder to everyone, the library will be closed for the December meeting and you get to keep
all the books you checked out the last meeting until the new year! So, please enjoy them over the
holidays and we’ll collect them when we all get back for the January meeting. If there’s anything you
want to be put on hold or renewed (because you might not make a meeting), please email us at
library@kwknittersguild.ca and we’ll be happy to renew or hold anything you’d like.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting for good food and good fun!

Updates from our November meeting
Show & tell
Thank you to all the members who update their Ravelry projects so I can fill in the gaps. :D
Please note: when you come up for show & tell, please say your (first) name, the pattern name, and the
yarn so we can share the love! You can put your items on the stage for everyone to admire after you tell
your story. And goodness, let me get set up! I keep missing the start! You eager, fabulous knitters and
your awesome stories, ha! Okay, to the wonderful creations...

Jesse knit socks! And was up so fast I missed it.
D’oh!

She also knit an adorable Panda Hat for a friend

She brought Newland’s 1940s magazines: “even

Wendy has been busy knitting a V
 alanar hat.

(not her!).

then they didn’t know how to knit for men”.
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She also made a pair of Lego Man Mitts, which

Wendy attended the Tin Can Knits workshop,

she says are very impractical, but dollar store

where she made a bee-themed swatch hat, which

mittens will improve them.

makes a little flower at the top.

AND she knit a sweater modelled on the A
 fter the

Catherine is happy to be back! She knit this sweet

Rain sweater, striped and fitted with CustomFit.

colorwork baby hat for her son before his birth.

While she awaited him, she was on bedrest and

Catherine and her young son spent five months in

knit a sweater to go with the hat, including cables

the NICU, and she came out of it with a couple of

and colorwork to match.

hats!
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Victoria made mittens called Folk Museum’s
Selbu Mittens from the book M
 ittens from Around
Jen knit The Blue Brick E
 my shawl with Squoosh

Norway. She recommends it for historical stories

Fiberarts Beefcake Sock in the colour Rhodophyta, and modern patterns with modern yarn. Her goal
named after red algae.

is to make all the mittens from the book!

Tabi completed a handspun 3ply sweater based

Mary brought us a woven shawl using the KWKG

on the Olympic Gansey pattern, using a blend of

colourway. Woven! (And stunning…) Thanks, Mary!

local sheep named Yarrow, who is BFL, alpaca and
some other fibres. This was steeked because it
was too large for her guy Matt with the gussets.
Her first steek!
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Elena is brioche-crazy, starting with a lovely beret,

Her beautiful sweater was all new yarn, a local

from the book Brioche Chic. She used some new

baby alpaca mixed with other yarns for the

yarn and remains of blues and greens for the

textural impact of what she called a simple lace

second colour.

sweater.

Teresa has a lace problem (her words!) but the
Kristen completed her Strange Brew sweater from

result was this Zephyr wool/silk test knit for a

the workshop she took a week before the meeting. local designer, cdninswe, who was inspired by a
She had up to the yoke done ahead of the

Neibling, and this is the modernized version with

workshop, everyone breathe!

beading. K
 yra: the Friendship Shawl. The original
design had 1900 beads but Teresa only had 1608.
And, once again, everyone, breathe!
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Kate showed us a beautiful shawl made from the

Elizabeth knit her first fisherman’s rib hat – very

ends of her charity work. This one is crocheted!

squishy!

She also knit some fingerless gloves to match,

Ellen brought her TinCan Knits hat swatch. She

along with some custom spun yarn to finish them

picked motifs from other teachers, crossing the

off.

streams!

Ellen also brought a twiddle-muff sample that she

Renee showed off another beautiful self-designed

makes for dementia patients. She’d love to get

Faroese handspun shawl which helped her win the

donations of yarn and the accessories such as

Five Counties best spinner for the 4th year in a

belts, necklaces, key chains, zippers, costume

row!

jewellery, so bring them to Ellen!
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Janet made a huge pile of tiny little sweater

Andrea showed us gifts for her Kentucky friends,

ornaments from her sock scraps! Adorable!

including a couple of video-game inspired toys.

And a custom designed red scarf, knit on the bias
with many different textures and applied I-cord
around the whole scarf, AND it’s reversible. Let’s
get those patterns in the Ravelry group, Andrea!
*ahem*

She also made a birthday present for her
step-mother, a beautiful Catkin in teal and gray.

Logo designers needed
Hey, Guild Members, you may have noticed that we’ve started using
a revitalized version of our original logo design. This is temporary –
we are looking to update our long-standing logo with something we
can more easily adapt for the evolving publishing space (print, social
media, web), and be extensible for both the Guild and the Fair. And
we want your visions for our Guild! We’d like to evolve past the literal
yarn ball and needles imagery so stretch!
Please email your submissions to i t@kwknittersguild.ca by
December 31, 2018, and we’ll collect them and put them to a
member vote in January.
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●

.ai format

●

Can be just the icon (we can add the typography)

●

Square icon (e.g., 500px by 500px artboard)

●

Should be able to use the icon as a .favicon (in whole or in part)

●

Should be able to use the icon with text for the Guild and the Fair

●

Should work in black and white as well as full colour

●

Colour version should include purples but may be recoloured

The member whose logo or icon is chosen will receive some swag printed with the new logos, credit on
our website and in the newsletters, and fame and renown within the Guild!

Knitters’ Fair update – LAST CHANCE TO PICK UP!
Knitters’ Fair Committee – If you did not pick up your prize (**), you can still pick them up at the
December meeting. We will draw new names for unclaimed prizes at the January meeting. (Apologies if
you’ve already picked up!)

●

Cindy Coxson**

●

Jennifer Wilcox**

●

Jessica Dubeau**

●

Susan Schnarr**

●

Ric Black**

●

Daf Summers**

●

Lorna Morris**

●

Matt Morris**

●

Dee Osborn**

●

Wilf Mawdsley**

●

Frieda Steiger**

●

Barb Erdman**

●

Joanna Botari**

●

Christopher Vollick**

●

Sarah Weber**

●

Kathleen Wong**

Community request
A community member is looking for someone to mend a small hole in an Aran cable knit sweater. If you
can help, please contact Sue at k
 sfrid@gmail.com.

Upcoming community events
Shall We Knit?
Rescue an Under-Appreciated Finished Object!
Despite all the resolutions, the determinations, the
I’ve-got-this-under-control’s, many knitters still produce them – amazing
Finished Objects that we just don’t love. Instead of eyeing them ruefully as
they pile up in the corners, we gather them up and put them up for sale to
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raise funds for Women's Crisis Services of Waterloo Region (http://www.wcswr.org/).
Starting Tuesday, November 20 and until Dec 29, all the delightful objects (sweaters, cowls, scarves,
socks and more) collected will be available to be appreciated and purchased at Shall We Knit? during
regular shop hours. Bring your shopping buddies. Heck, if you decide it’s a perfect Christmas present for
someone on your list, we promise not to tell that it’s not your own creation.

Retreat
Shall We Knit? is hosting a retreat on January 18-20, 2019 at the Elmhurst Inn, Ingersoll, ON, and there
are some spots still available.
Join us for a fun weekend away, surrounded by fellow knitters who share the same joy in stitching, in a
peaceful and luxurious environment. No cooking, no chores, no children - just a couple of days of
stimulating classes, excellent meals, optional spa treatments, a pop-up shop filled with goodies (and
exclusives!), and fun in good company. Janelle Martin and Lynne Sosnowski will be teaching at this
event.
Check o
 ur website to register and for information about day passes for people that aren't able to spend
the night.

Twist Fibre Festival
Ta-DAM!
Mark your calendars! The 8th edition of the Festival will be held
August 14-18, 2019!
You can also join in by becoming a teacher or a vendor:
●

https://festivaltwist.org/en/become-a-teacher/

●

https://festivaltwist.org/en/vendors-2019/

If you’re interested in a retreat, there is one in the S
 pring of 2019,
and you can check out the A
 utumn 2018 retreat for a taste!

It Takes a “Knitwork”
It Takes a “Knitwork” is a community art project designed to increase public education and engagement
on the issue of human trafficking. Together we will create a massive blanket of survivors of human
trafficking.
Donate as many knit or crochet 8” x 8” squares as possible to G-W WIC by February 1st, 2019. We are
aiming to receive 500 squares that will then be stitched together to create an approximate 14’ x 15’
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blanket, which will then be displayed at Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis on
Human Trafficking Awareness Day – February 22, 2019 – save the date!
We are also planning to host a “Knit Up Night” event on January 16, 2019 –
stay tuned for more details! I am looking for volunteers who would be
interested in helping me stitch together the squares between February 1st and
February 14th. If you are interested, contact me, E
 mma.
This is a great opportunity to get rid of all those forgotten ends of balls of yarn
that you do not know what to do with!
#KnitUp #KnowHumanTrafficking

Send us your community events
Do you know of any upcoming events that would be of interest to the KWKG? Drop us a line at
newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca and give us the details. We need a five-week headstart to get the
information into the newsletter and to our membership, so let us know early!

Executive Council meeting minutes
In our M
 embers Only section of the KWKG website, we publish approved minutes from our meetings,
which include all decisions made by the Executive Council.

Connect with us
Web: K
 -W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Page Group • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild • Twitter: K-W Knitters'
Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild • C
 onnect with other knitters in the wild!
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