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Spring snow is merely very cold rain
President’s message
From Lorna Morris — Our March meeting featured our own Knitters’ Fair Coordinator, Victoria Lewin
talking about steeking. Hopefully, the prospect of cutting into your knitting is less daunting now! Many
thanks also to Kathryn Richards our VP for leading the meeting.

Recycling yarn: April 13
Our April meeting also features one of our own, Elena Fort. Elena has shown us some amazingly
constructed projects at show & tell, and she has some very fascinating knowledge to share about
deconstructing garments and recycling ﬁbre for use in knitting. I am always amazed by the depth of
knowledge and skill found within our membership, and these speaking opportunities let our stars shine
AND create more links to our local knitting resources.

Toronto Knitters Frolic: April 28
Apparently, spring is coming — eventually — and we have a good reason to venture out into the wider
knitting world and frolic…surrounded by yarn.
Our librarian, Dee-Anne Shillinglaw, will once again be steering KW Knitters’ Guild members and their
friends to the Toronto Knitters Frolic at the Japanese Cultural Centre on Saturday, April 28. There will be
yarn, there will be classes, there will be communal knitting at the event and on the bus, so sign up at this
meeting and bring a friend!
We are arranging a more streamlined group entry for the event based on the sign-up numbers this year,
and once again, the bus will pick up and drop off in Waterloo and in Guelph (at the commuter stop just
south of the 401 at the Highway 6 south exit). Beyond the formal offerings, it is a great opportunity to
knit and chat with yarn-loving people from the GTA and beyond.

Your call to serve
At our April meeting, we will also be posting volunteer sheets for next year’s Executive Council. Please
consider taking on or sharing a leadership position in the Guild. We generally meet once a month for an
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hour and a half the week before the general meeting. It is a great way to contribute to shaping our
community going forward. The Executive Council will be conﬁrmed at the May meeting and takes over
from the current group on July 31, but we try to make the transitions smooth!
One of the positions has been vacant for a few years: the Workshop Coordinator position. We have a
budget to support having a subsidized workshop so if you want to see this type of event in future and are
willing to be involved in organizing it, let us know.

Last call for Sally Melville Award nominations
April is also our last meeting to submit nominations for the Sally Melville Award so make sure you
nominate that deserving member who helped you or inspired you this year. In May we announced and
celebrate the winner!

Get ready: Adjudicated Show submissions in May
May will also be the deadline for submissions for the adjudicated show that happens June 12 so get
those projects blocked and ready! More details on the process can be found further on in the newsletter.

Programme — Tuesday, April 10
Elena Fort on recycling yarn
How to recycle yarns! Fellow member, Elena, who you’ve seen in many show & tell videos, is here to tell
us all about how to select and deconstruct thrifted sweater to obtain budget-friendly luxury ﬁbres. If there
is interest, Elena will hold a hands-on workshop on April 14. The location and availability of the workshop
will be based on interest.

New KAL: Rye Sock

This month we are starting our new Knit Along ( KAL): Rye. If you are not done the last KAL (the Wheat
Sweater) that is ok, we are not going to penalize anyone that does not ﬁnish it.
Here is what you need to know: you need to have at least 350 yards (320 meters) of worsted weight yarn.
If you don’t want to make them out of worsted weight yarn, then you could make them out of a thinner
weight of yarn, but then you are going to need more yardage and may need to add a few more stitches to
the pattern. Talk about your yarn choices on our Ravelry group!
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All-in-all it is a fairly straight-forward pattern. It is simple to do, it has an interesting heel turn, and if you
do make it with worsted then you could make a sock in a day!

KALs and connections
Join us in the KWKG’s Ravelry group to get help or show off your work. Please try to take photos and post
your progress to Instagram, Facebook, Ravelry or Twitter, using the hashtags #kwkgkal and
#wheat_sweater or #ryesock so we can see each other’s work. Using @kwknittersguild will help us
share your work, too!

KAL philosophy
Both of the KALs that we have set up this year are purely for building the skill of knitting ﬁnished objects
and hopefully once you make these sweaters and socks that you wear them every day. We really hope
that when choosing a project you follow the three project-choosing steps.
1. Will I wear this? Honestly look at the things in your wardrobe right now, what colours are there,
what patterns. Would you wear socks that are like thick reading socks?
2. What colours do I wear? Look in your closet, look in your drawers what colour of socks do you
have would you wear. Mostly grey in your wardrobe maybe making grey socks is a great idea! But
maybe you want to go in a different direction.
3. What will I be doing in this Knitted Object (KO). There is a big difference between wearing these
socks to read and lounge around the house in and wearing them every day. If you are lounging
and wearing them to bed then make them soft and snuggly but if you are making them for
every-day-wear, make them out of a stronger wool or a wool alpaca mix or a tougher acrylic mix.
You want something that can hold up and not break for a long time.
Now, these are just tips, so take them with a grain of salt and still make what you want. But do remember
that knitting is still a very creative art and that at the end of the day do what makes you happy.

Membership
From Eileen & Miriam — Our guild is growing! We have 137 members. Last month’s presentation about
steeking drew ﬁve guests.
Miriam and I would like to thank the members for accepting our new system for keeping name tags in
order. Your cooperation is really appreciated!

Toronto Knitters’ Frolic
While not a Guild event per se, K-W Knitters’ Guild
members will travel to the Toronto Knitters’ Frolic on
Saturday, April 29th. Keeping with tradition, we have
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chartered a bus and are offering a subsidized rate: see our website for pricing, pickup times and
locations, and departure times.

April door prize
Hello, knitters! This months door prize comes from Fleece to Fabric. They are a
newer ﬂeece and yarn related shop in town. They sell roving, yarn, handspun yarn
and dye. And eventually, we have it on good authority, they want to make knitted
and woven fabric from the yarn and roving coming out of North America. This
yarn is a 2-ply alpaca handspun that would do great as a hat. It is from a small
alpaca farm out near London Ontario.

March’s door prize winner
Laura Weeks was the winner of the door prize. You could be a winner!

Website access for KWKG members
What’s on the Members Only section on our website? Deals, videos of our show & tell, and handouts so
far! We have ensured all members have active accounts on our website. Please use the Forgot Password
function with the email address you provided to the Guild to reset the password and gain access if you
don’t have a working password.

Not a member yet?
Join us! Purchase your 2017-2018 KWKG membership online or at any meeting. Check us out for $5 a
meeting for up to two meetings before joining.

Library
From Dee-Anne — Happy wet (and, apparently snowy) April all!
I have a number of books still on order, and I'm waiting for them to arrive. Since they're still on their way,
I'll put them up on next months list of new acquisitions. This month, I have only the magazines…

●

Spin Off Magazine Spring 2018

●

Ply Magazine Spring 2018

●

Interweave Crochet Spring 2018
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●

Interweave Knits Magazine Spring 2018

●

Piecework Magazine March/April 2018

●

Pompom Quarterly Issue 24

●

Interpretations Magazine Volume 5

●

Vogue Knitting Magazine Winter 2017/18

If there are any magazines (singles or subscriptions) or any books or material on any speciﬁc topics that
you’d like to see in the library, please email me at library@kwknittersguild.ca. That way, I'll have a record
of them, and I can make sure that they make it into our library.
Happy knitting (spinning, weaving, and crocheting)!

2018 Adjudicated Show
From Karen — All the details are going up on the website, so check them out! The submission form and
sponsors are now published. Remember, you must be a KWKG member to put items into the Adjudicated
Show.

Updates from our February meeting
Steek resources
Victoria provided a list of steeking references from her talk last month. You can check them out on our
Members Only page.

Wait, what happened to the crochet session?
From Kathryn, Vice-President — Well, folks, we were just having so much fun with announcements, show
and tell, and planning to steek our entire knit wardrobes, that we plumb ran out of time! However, my
presentation and passion for the subject are ready, willing and able to spring forth the next time we have
time to ﬁll.
In the meantime, if you have any crochet-related questions, I am more than happy to help.

Show & tell
Thank you to all the members who come up every month to show off and tell their stories. You guys
make my month every month with your ingenuity and delight with your work! Members can check out the
whole show & tell event in the Members Only section of our website.
Please note: when you come up for show & tell, please say your (ﬁrst) name, the pattern name and the
yarn so we can share the love!
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Michelle scored big on vacation and spent the rest Wendy knit this lovely gray lace sweater called
of the time crocheting. Watch the video for the
Aspens by Anne Podlesak, from the Free Spirit
story. Nice beach bag, Michelle!
book.

Wendy also knit some of Kate Atherley’s Warmth
of the Sun mittens after a course at Shall We Knit?
and took the tip to use dollar store mittens as
liners.

Jessie made a blanket. This year. In less than
seven years. I think she may be magical. The
Dunfallandy blanket is in Knitty, and she warns
there are errors in the pattern, but the stripes were
intentional. *wink*

Bridget made adorable travel mice (in their own
cheese box house), who are crocheted. One
mouse per destination, nestled in together.

Bridget also made a sweet little vested hedgehog,
named Henry, that she sensibly kept away from
my grabby hands.
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Victoria made some ﬁngerless convertible mitts
called Podster for her husband to pick up dog
poop with. Talk about making a bad job much
better! She used the Galt House of Yarn’s Dawn
Orchid BFL Fingering yarn.

Debra made the lovely Antler Hat by tincanknits,
which she nicknamed the Grenouille “for obvious
reasons”. This was her ﬁrst cabled project, just
lovely!

Sarah made a brioche hat from a class at Galt
House of Yarn, called Beezee.

She also made this stunning shawl called Afetos
with yarn from The Blue Brick. Bam!

Barbara was back with more brioche! She made a
set of brioche mitts to go with her brioche hat
from last month.

Toni has been knitting up a storm, ﬁrst up this
lovely striped cowl from Sweet Georgia for herself.
It’s called Perpendicular Lines.
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Toni also knit her ﬁrst blanket, which may be her
last. Still faster than me. Hers is the Raptors
version of the Bounce blanket from tincanknits.

Chris knit a beautiful Virgil Stole of her own design
which is ready to be test knit! It’s garter and
mosaic.

Barbara made some sweaters for friends with
twins who are seven. This is the Coming Home
Cardigan, slightly customized, for Easter.

Renee showed off her summer version of her
cover with handspun, hand-dyed crescent shawl
with Estonian blueberry pattern showing off the
dye pattern and the bead clusters. She notes you
need excellent math skills for this!

Renee also made a bead crochet lariat and
earrings, using size 8 beads in case you only think
she spins, designs and knits. :D
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Goodwill
Do you know of a member with recent news, good or bad? We would like to hear about them, to send our
congratulations or our condolences. Please email info@kwknittersguild.ca or speak to any member of
the executive with this news.

Yarn table
We all have yarn that no longer suits our tastes, goals or skills, and the yarn table is the perfect way to
turn that yarn back into stash acquisition money.
●

Set your prices and bring a list of your yarn with quantities and prices.

●

Label the yarn with your name.

●

Bring your change (we can’t guarantee we’ll have exact change)

●

Don’t forget to scope out the yarn table for new-to-you bargains, too!

The expected ﬁne print: the K-W Knitters’ Guild keeps 10% of sales. The Guild and volunteers are not
responsible for lost or damaged items.

KW Knitters’ Fair vendor applications are now open
Attention Vendors: Applications for the 26th Annual KW Knitters’ Fair (September 8, 2018) are now
available on our website. We're back at the Aud this year, returning to the Twin Pads! We look forward to
receiving your applications. Members, you can spread the word by sharing our post on Facebook.

Upcoming community events
Kawartha Yarn & Fibre Festival: June 9
The Kawartha Yarn & Fibre Festival is a single day event
showcasing 70 local and independent vendors, with a
mini-market for small businesses designed speciﬁcally to help
small companies with great products put a spotlight on their
unique products, attracting passionate ﬁbre artists of all
types. Knitters, crocheters, spinners and felters will all ﬁnd something perfect for them. You can
purchase event tickets in advance and save $1 on admission by clicking on the "Get Tickets to KYAFF"
button on the website.
There are a wide variety of classes available, and they're selling out fast! You can purchase your classes
by clicking on the "Classes" link on the website. Come out and join in the fun!
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Wool Day in Fenelon Falls: June 9
Kawartha Yarn & Fibre Festival has joined forces with the team at Maryboro Lodge, Kawartha Heritage
and Ontario Sheep Farmers to bring you Wool Day in Fenelon Falls!
Kawartha Heritage and Maryboro Lodge, in collaboration with the District 7 Ontario Sheep Farmers,
present the Sheep to Warm Woollies Festival which will be running simultaneously with KYAFF and offers
great family activities for anyone wanting to learn more about how your wool comes to be!. This
educational, agricultural event will feature live sheep and lambs, a shearing demonstration, guild
spinners and weavers, children's crafts and activities, 100% wool items for sale, food vendors and more!

Send us your community events
Do you know of any upcoming events that would be of interest to the KWKG? Drop us a line at
newsletter@kwknittersguild.ca and give us the details. We need a ﬁve-week headstart to get the
information into the newsletter and to our membership, so let us know early!

Connect with us
Web: K-W Knitters' Guild • Facebook: Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters' Guild • Instagram: K-W Knitters' Guild •
Twitter: K-W Knitters' Guild • Flickr: KWKG • Ravelry: K-W Knitters' Guild • Connect with other knitters in
the wild!
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